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abstract
 Throughout history the public forum served as a vital hub 
in many cities. This multi-programmed space was the commercial, 
governmental, and religious center, used by its occupants daily for 
anything from buying and selling goods to taking orders from the 
emperor, or even praying to the gods. This culturally rich space however 
died off, almost erased from the world entirely, leaving us with nothing 
but ruins of what once were possibly the most important architectures to 
ever exist. I am proposing to revitalize this once great typology, but in an 
entirely new form.
 One of the earliest versions of the public forum also happened 
to be one of the most successful models for many more to come. The 
Roman Public Forum was originally constructed in the 8th century 
B.C. and developed over a number of centuries gradually. Religious 
and governmental buildings along the periphery dominated the space 
programmatically, with a commercial marketplace located in the middle 
of the piazza. The space served as a gathering place within the city, and 
facilitated interaction and essential functions for the citizens of Rome. 
The proportions and overall size of the space were written about by 
Vitruvius in his 10 Books on Architecture, where he mentions that the 
size “is large enough to contain a crowd, but not too large as to dwarf a 
small one.” 1
 Somewhere along the way the idea of the public forum was 
destroyed. At the beginnings of Christianity, the religious Paegan 
basilicas and temples were no longer relevant, and in the middle ages 
there was a shift toward public piazzas dominated by a church. In 
today’s day and age however, there are more religious groups than ever 
before, and less and less people following a specific faith at all. As for 
the governmental functions of a public forum such as speech giving, 
decision-making, order giving and information sharing, there are now a 
plethora of digital technologies that put this information at our fingertips. 
The marketplace may be the only function of the original public forum 
that is still necessary to this day. Consumerism has taken control over 
our world, and has become the dominating factor everywhere over 
Religion. (duomo)
 With the loss of the public forum, a sense of society, interaction 
among people, and a public place for everyone has vanished. With that 
in mind however, the old programmatic planning of the public forum is 
no longer adequate. I am proposing for the creation of a new typology, a 
contemporary forum driven by our consumerist culture. 
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The last institution yet to have been coupled with the forum 
must be a factor here. The art museum, a cultural institution, is all 
about consumption. The museum’s users are swallowed up by it’s 
monumentality, and become slaves to the curated pathways in order to 
take in the objects of display. If this institution can be used to exploit and 
display our current state of consumerism, it will provide for the forum to 
live and operate with the program assosciated with it instead of solely 
being overwhelmed by consumerism.
The other program, the transportation hub, is equally as 
important for the success of the new public forum. In every city, at least 
one transportation hub works to distribute workers through a network 
of multiple systems to get them to their jobs, which in turn stimulate 
economic success and the possibility for commercial programs to thrive. 
In New York City’s midtown district sits Grand Central Station, 
a historic site for one of the cities very first transportation hubs. At 
this vital location a number of public transportation systems converge 
and some of the cities most important civic buildings tower around. 
The New York City bus system also has several routes with stops 
directly outside Grand Central. Underground there are multiple subway 
trains that service stops and shuttles to other subway hubs, like Port 
Authority. Mixing in with the subway is a complex train system that 
brings commuters from the greater new york area. All of these factors 
makes Grand Central the second busiest hub in New York with over 40 
million people traveling through annually. With this foot traffic, the new 
hub will stimulate an unprecedented new type of architecture, bringing 
communities and entire cities together, just as the Roman Forum did 
during antiquity.
This new typology will serve a great social significance in 
any city it is placed in. Its ability to gather and withhold a large number 
of people is its fundamental importance. Today’s society has lost its 
interactivity. Through digital technologies, more and more of us are 
glued to smartphones, laptops and tablets. If this trend continues 
without any intervention, it will result in us living “along together.”2  The 
public forum was the first feature of any and all forms of “civitas” for 
thousands of years. We are responsible for bringing this urban feature 
back to our contemporary cities before it is too late. 
1. VITRUVIUS, The Ten Books On Architecture. New 
York:Dover Publications, 1960.
2. TURKLE, Sherry. Alone Together: Why We Expect 
More from Technology and Less from Each Other. 
New York: Basic Books, 2011.
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the public forum
the creation of one of the most influential 
public spaces
Throughout history public spaces have played 
a fundamental role in shaping cities. These 
public spaces have changed program over time, 
but one thing they have in common is that they 
operate as collectors of people. 
 
The Roman Forum is one of the earliest 
examples of public space.This chapter will take 
an in depth look at the programmatic makeup of 
the forum and what lead to it’s success.
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The roman forum can be 
thought of as one of the very 
first successful public spaces 
ever constructed. Located at 
the center of the Cardo and 
Decamanus, the forum plays an 
integral role in the life of the city 
The forum was designed around 
a series of central courts, with 
the buildings on the peripheries 
programmed as fundamental 
government and commercial 
hubs for the entire city to use.
Because of the densely packed 
planing of this area of the city, 
thousands of romans would 
congregate daily to mingle, 
discuss current events, and buy 
or sell products. Since a majority 
of the citizens would gather in 
this location, the emperor would 
use the forum as a platform to 
make announcements, raise 
questions, or discuss important 
political happenings .
800 B.C.
the public forum
the roman forum rome
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the public forum
the death of one of the most influential 
public spaces
The forum thrived due to its direct relationship 
with major institutions of the state. Religion 
and Government had a direct impact on the 
type of interaction, learning and exchange that 
occurred in the forum.
Over the last few centuries, these two 
aspects which once governed the public 
forum have become almost irrelevant in our 
consumerist culture.  This chapter will look 
at how these once thriving insitutions have 
dwindled in importance or become overrun by 
consumerism.
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1400 A.D.
the religious center
piazza del duomo florence
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distribution of religious groups
800 B.C.
distribution of religious groups
2012
christianity - 33%
islam - 21%
nonreligious - 16%
hinduism - 14%
primal-indigenous - 6%
chinese traditional - 6%
buddhism - 6%
judaism - .6%
paeganism- .02%
paeganism- 90% nonreligious- 2%
other- 8%
 The duomo in Florence was 
one of the most sacred and celebrated 
religious centers of any city world wide. 
In it’s construction, planners of the city 
decided to completely clear out the space 
around the duomo so it could truely sit 
as a monumental figure within the city. 
This was also happening at a time where 
religion was one of the most important 
things governing everyday life.
 In contemporary times, religion 
is still a big part of many people’s lives, 
however there is more seperation of 
religion than ever before. The relevance 
of having basilicas and temples around 
the roman forum was due to the fact that 
almost the entire population of Rome 
at the time followed and believed in the 
religion set forth. Now however, there are 
more religious groups than ever before, 
and less and less people strictly following 
those groups, resulting in the loss for a 
need to have religious based functions 
surrounding the forum.
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distribution of religious groups
800 B.C.
distribution of religious groups
2012
christianity - 33%
islam - 21%
nonreligious - 16%
hinduism - 14%
primal-indigenous - 6%
chinese traditional - 6%
buddhism - 6%
judaism - .6%
paeganism- .02%
paeganism- 90% nonreligious- 2%
other- 8%
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During the medeival period in 
florence, piazza della signoria 
was designed to serve as the 
political center of the city. Within 
the piazza sits the city’s main 
government building, Palazzo 
Vecchio, where members of 
government would work and 
make important decisions that 
would effect the lives of the 
Florentines.
The elites of the city used this 
piazza as an assembly space, 
to address the public. The space 
would also be used for political 
demonstrations and public 
punishments to warn the citizens 
what would happen if they 
stepped out of line.
The past few centuries have 
transformed the piazza entirely. A 
collection of high end retail shops 
now surround the periphery 
of the piazza, and even the 
governing building in the square, 
palazzo vecchio, has turned into 
a way to generate revenue.
Fig. 4
Unknown, painter
ordeal of girolama savanarola in 
piazza signoria
oil on panel. 38 x 58 cm
Florence, Museo di San Marco
1268 A.D.
the governmental center
piazza della signoria florence
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“What I see is an ongoing collaboration and antagonism 
between the imperatives of institutional and commercial 
culture. What I hope for is that neither side wins.”
- Dave Hickey
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constructing a 
new typology
the contemporary public forum 
The public forum has thrived so well due to 
its direct relationships with the institutons 
surrounding it. Since contemporary culture 
is drastically different now than it was in 
antiquity, the forum must couple with a new 
institution that it has not yet met.
This chapter will look at two new program 
that will couple with the forum to create the 
contemporary version every city will need. 
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This typology will serve as the 
foreground for the forum to 
take place upon. The transit 
hub in any city is always one of 
the most bustling and highly-
trafficked areas. The city 
relies on its timely and orderly 
operation in order to live their 
lives. Their strategic placement 
in cities allows for a complex mix 
of people from many different 
areas to come together. This 
natural draw brings the people to 
the epicenter of the city just like 
the roman forum did, allowing 
for a level of interaction and 
engagement unprecedented 
when coupled with the proper 
institution. 
The transit hub has growingly 
focused on consumerism. 
More and more hubs that are 
being developed contain mixed 
use functions, incorporating 
commercial shopping as well 
as dining experiences to keep 
users occupied while waiting 
for their respective method of 
transportation.
the transit hub
7
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concourse / circ.
shopping / dining
Denver Internatinal Airport
Grand Central Station
Staten Island Ferry Station
consumption
worker ransit hub
production
money
office
store
t
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concourse
tickets
trains + platforms 
waiting room
circulation
dining
shopping
office
facilities (restrooms, etc.)
mechanical + machinery 
auxilliary program (support)
primary program
secondary program
support program
16%
2%
50%
2%
16%
3%
5%
1%
2%
1%
1%
program breakdown
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Zeebrugge is an experimental 
new transit hub designed to be 
an icon on the belgian waterfront. 
The project focuses on 
organizing the incoming routes of 
multiple means of transportation 
into serperate “tubes” while also 
serving as a beacon for incoming 
ferry boats. 
By being a monument and a 
destination to now reach, the 
hub keeps the ferry system alive 
and makes it a more enjoyable 
method of transportation to and 
from the U.K. 
Zeebrugge combines the 
clustered transit hub typology 
with a number of civic functions 
and public spaces within 
its “bubble.” Sitting within 
Zeebrugge’s upper levels is a 
hotel, casino and amphitheater 
for the people of the city. 
O.M.A.
zeebrugge belgium
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O.M.A.
station city stockholm
Station City serves as a new 
transit hub within Stockholm. The 
city’s planning board has devised 
a new train line directly into the 
heart of the city, with transfers to 
all metro lines below the street at 
the same spot. 
Station City serves as a mixed-
use development marking 
the center of all transit within 
Stockholm. Within the building 
sits a plethora of public amenities 
and office space, mixing two 
very different user groups but 
providing program for everyone.
The general circulation 
within the building acts as an 
extension above ground from 
the underground metro tunnels. 
These tunnels carve through the 
mass of the building and place 
the user in extremely dramatic 
and atmospheric spaces with 
each level.
30
9
31
The museum typology will serve 
as the institution that will couple 
with the transit hub to create 
the contemporary forum. The 
museum as an art and cultural 
institution is the only one yet 
to be tested, as we have seen 
the death of religious and 
governmental instituions with the 
Roman Forum.
The museum in itself is about 
consumption in multiple 
ways. There is of course 
the economical aspects of a 
museum in terms of entry fees 
and donations, but also the 
act of actually consuming and 
examining the art itself within the 
museum. 
As the final institution to be 
coupled with the forum, the 
museum will look to preserve 
and fully understand the 
consumerist culture our country 
has succumbed to.
museum
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program breakdown
lobby
ticket booth
cafe
gift shop
exhibition space
circulation
multipurpose
educational facilities
theater
office
holding
storage
facilities (restrooms, etc.)
mechanical
auxilliary program (support)
primary program
secondary program
tertiary program
support program
4%
.5%
4%
2%
3%
4%
3%
2%
1%
33%
19%
6%
6%
4%
8.5%
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36
site
giving the power back to 
the people of new york
New york city is one of the 
largest and most successful 
metropolis’ of the past two 
centuries. It is a global financial, 
media, and fashion center 
and creates tens of millions 
of jobs for the tri-state area. 
This highly trafficked island 
contains some of the busiest 
transportation hubs in the world. 
Grand Central Station sees 
over 40 million annual visitors, 
and is located in a key area on 
East 42nd Street and Park Ave. 
Grand Central will serve as the 
perfect testing ground, coupled 
with art institution program to 
create the contemporary public 
forum. 
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site + situation
Grand Central is located 
between  East 42nd street and 
East 45th street, and forms an 
interruption in Park avenue. It’s 
proximity to the New York Public 
Library, the United Nations, and 
the bustling midtown business 
district allows for the immense 
amount of foot traffic the site 
sees daily.
The terminal also holds a 
complex arrangement of 
underground concourses, dining 
areas, and train platforms which 
creates a “city within a city.” 
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Proposed development area
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development
altering  the icon
In order to examine both the 
consumerist culture occurring 
within and around Grand Central as 
well as the intricate transportation 
systems mixing underground, I am 
proposing for a redevelopment of the 
surrounding area.
The development will focus on 
pedestrianizing the area directly 
surrounding the station, creating the 
base platform for the public forum. 
Specific areas of the building 
complex, both below ground and 
above, will also be intervened with 
in order to exploit their functions and 
experiences.
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